
What the Bible Teaches Concerning 
the “Kingdom of God” and the “Kingdom of Heaven” 

Do the terms “Kingdom of God” and “Kingdom of Heaven”  

describe the same thing or two different things? 

Notes “Kingdom of God” “Kingdom of Heaven” 

Jesus speaking of his 
ministry after John 
was put in prison 

Mark 1:14-15 (KJV)  
14 

 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God,  
15 

 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
the gospel.  

Matthew 4:12 (KJV)  
12 

 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast 
into prison, he departed into Galilee; 
Matthew 4:17 (KJV)  
17 

 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Jesus blessing the little 
children brought to 
Him 

Mark 10:14-15 (KJV)  
14 

 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God.  
15 

 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein. 
 (see also Luke 18:16-17)  

Matthew 19:14 (KJV)  
14 

 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me: for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Question: 
Is this kingdom a 
spiritual or a physical 
kingdom? 

Mark 10:23 (KJV)  
23 

 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto 
his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God! 

Matthew 19:23-24 (KJV)  
23 

 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto 
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.  
24 

 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God.  
(Notice how both terms are used interchangeably in 
this passage.) 

Jesus speaking of the 
ministry of John the 
Baptist 

Luke 7:28 (KJV)  
28 

 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John 
the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he. 

Matthew 11:11 (KJV)  
11 

 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

The Beatitudes Luke 6:20 (KJV)  
20 

 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and 
said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom 
of God.  

Matthew 5:3 (KJV)  
3 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
 

Kingdom Parables Luke 13:18-19 (KJV)  
18 

 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God 
like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?  
19 

 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man 
took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and 
waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged 
in the branches of it.  
Luke 13:20-21 (KJV)  
20 

 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the 
kingdom of God?  
21 

 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened. 
 

Matthew 13:31 (KJV)  
31 

 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 
 
Matthew 13:33 (KJV)  
33 

 Another parable spake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened. 



Is the kingdom postponed or is the kingdom a present 

reality?  (Notice the verb tense in the following.) 

Matthew 4:17 (KJV)  
17 

 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
Matthew 11:12 (KJV)  
12 

 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.  
Mark 1:15 (KJV)  
15 

 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.  
Mark 12:34 (KJV)  
34 

 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto 
him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no man after 
that durst ask him any question.  
Luke 11:20 (KJV)  
20 

 But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the 
kingdom of God is come upon you.  
Luke 17:20 (KJV)  
20 

 And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom 
of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation:  
John 3:3 (KJV)  
3 

 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  
Acts 8:12 (KJV)  
12 

 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women.  
Acts 28:31 (KJV)  
31 

 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him.  
Romans 14:17 (KJV)  
17 

 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.  
Colossians 1:13 (KJV)  
13 

 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:  
John 18:36 (KJV)  
36 

 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.  
Hebrews 12:26-28 (KJV)  
26 

 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, 
saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 
27 

 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain. 

28 
 Wherefore we receiving a 

kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:  
 

When was the promise to David that Christ would sit 
on his throne fulfilled? 
 
Luke 1:32-33 (KJV)  
32 

 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
33 

 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.  
Acts 2:30-32 (KJV)  
30 

 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 

31 
 He seeing this before 

spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, 
neither his flesh did see corruption. 

32 
 This Jesus hath God raised up, 

whereof we all are witnesses.  
Acts 13:32-37 (KJV)  
32 

 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which 
was made unto the fathers, 

33 
 God hath fulfilled the same unto us 

their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also 
written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee. 

34 
 And as concerning that he raised him up from the 

dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I 
will give you the sure mercies of David. 

35 
 Wherefore he saith also in 

another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. 

36 
 For David, after he had served his own generation by 

the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw 
corruption: 

37 
 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 

 

How long will the present reign of Christ continue? 

Romans 15:12 (KJV)  
12 

 And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that 

shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust.  

Acts 2:34-35 (KJV)  
34 

 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, 

The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 

 Until I 

make thy foes thy footstool.  

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (KJV)  
20 

 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits 

of them that slept. 
21 

 For since by man came death, by man came 

also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 

 For as in Adam all die, even so 

in Christ shall all be made alive.  
23 

 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 

they that are Christ's at his coming. 
24 

 Then cometh the end, when 

he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 

when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
25 

 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
26 

 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 
27 

 For he hath 

put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put 

under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things 

under him. 
28 

 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then 

shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things 

under him, that God may be all in all.  

Hebrews 1:13 (KJV)  
13 

 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right 

hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?  

Hebrews 10:12-13 (KJV)  
12 

 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, 

sat down on the right hand of God; 
13 

 From henceforth expecting till 

his enemies be made his footstool.  


